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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable superimposition 
of a pattern suitable for adopted image processing, to 
superimpose an appropriate pattern upon an image after 
various kinds of image processings in order to ensure 
the identificatiability of the device of the pattern, 
and at the same time, to prevent the deterioration of 
image quality. 

SOLUTION: A selector 14 supplies image signals read 
from a CCD 105 and convert them into digital CMY 
signals to image processing for binarized output (by 
means of a binarization processing circuit 15 to a 
density converting circuit 18) or to image processing 
for multilevel output (a masking/UCR circuit 20 to a 
density converting circuit 22). An equipment number 
pattern generating circuit 25 and a pattern modulation 
control section 26 determine an appropriate 
superimposing pattern for selecting image processing and 
generate signals used for forming the superimposing 
pattern. Comparator circuits 19 and 23 superimpose the 
superimposing pattern upon the image signals by using 
the signals generated from the pattern modulation 
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